
Bite size Composition

Building our music horizontally gives us a melody, building it vertically gives us 
harmony,  to do this we can start thinking about chords.. 
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Exercise 


1. Start with a Major scale, any! Your choice. Write out the scale first then out the 
numbers of each degree of the scale underneath. 


For example  F Major =      F   G   A  Bb  C   D   E  

    	                             1   2    3   4    5    6   7 


2. Above each note write out the triad. Remember if there are any sharps or flats to 
include them. 

	 	 	                C   D    E     F    G    A    Bb 

	 	 	              A   Bb  C    D    E     F    G 

For example  F Major =   F    G    A   Bb   C    D    E  

    	                                1    2     3    4     5     6    7 


3. Play the triads up and down the scale thinking of them as numbers.


4. Listen to which chords you think sound Major or minor or something else.... 


5. Try the same process with a minor scale. (If you use the harmonic minor, remember to 
include the accidentals) and then try with any other mode.  



